AN Planning and Building Division Handout
"\\\( /' 13831 San Pablo, CA 94806 @ Ph: (510)215-3030 ® www.sanpabloca.gov
AS 1 4
City of New Directions

Accessory Structures - Planning and Building Division
Requirements

Purpose

This handout discusses the requirements to allow an accessory structure in the City of San Pablo. The purpose of
the requirements is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by maintaining safe distances between
structures, establishing architectural compatibility between primary structures and certain types of accessory
structures, and minimizing potential impacts associated with lot coverage, privacy, and maintenance of light and air
space.

Definition of Accessory Structure

A subordinate building which is incidental and not attached to the primary building or use on the same lot. If an
accessory building is attached to the primary building or if the roof is a continuation of the primary building roof, the
accessory building shall be considered an addition to the primary building. Includes structures regardless of whether
a building permit is required, including, but not limited to, enclosed and unenclosed patios, barns, guesthouses,
accessory dwelling units, garages, carports, storage buildings/sheds, trellis, gazebos, decks, and real or artificial
rockscapes.

Please note that the below requirements apply to detached accessory structures only. Accessory structures that are
attached (carports, garages, patio covers, porches) are considered part of the primary structure, and related
provisions apply.

Please view Section 17.42 of the San Pablo Municipal Code for the codified language on Accessory Structures.

Development Standards for Accessory Structures

e Accessory structures containing full indoor cooking facilities (combination of a sink, cooking apparatus, and
refrigeration appliance) and a full bath are Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and must follow those separate
requirements. There is a handout available for ADUs as well.

e Ingress/Egress into Backyard. A minimum three-foot ingress/egress pathway into a backyard shall be maintained
for fire access.

e Parcel Coverage. All accessory buildings and structures shall be included in the maximum parcel coverage
calculation.

e Floor Area. The total floor area of all accessory buildings shall not exceed fifty percent of the floor area of the
main building, except as provided by an approved use permit.

e Maintenance. All on-site accessory structures shall be kept in a serviceable, well-maintained, and presentable
manner that makes a positive contribution to the surrounding area.

e Compatibility. Accessory buildings located in established neighborhoods shall be of compatible size, scale, and
appearance, so as to be in harmony with the character and quality of the primary building and surrounding
development within the zone.

Do I need a permit?

e An accessory structure under 120 square feet that does not contain any plumbing or electricity must comply with
all requirements listed in Chapter 17.42.A (and summarized in this handout) but does not require planning review
or building permits.

e An accessory structure over 120 square feet may need to go through design review with the planning department
and must obtain building permits. All construction must comply with the 2016 Building Codes.
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Table 17.42-A—Development Standards for Residential Accessory Structures

]
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Minimum Setback Distance (from Property Line)?! Distance MaX|_mum Other
between Height
Structures
iisclg:sncglral Front/Street Interior Rear
y Side Side
Structure
Closed-Roof Same as primary 3 feet; 3 feet rear; 6 feet 12 feet |Located on rear half of
Structure (including structure increase to | 5 feet alley (one lot
but not limited to 5 feet for story)?
sheds, pool high-density
houses, detached residential
garages, accessory
dwelling units,
gazebos, etc.)
Open-Roof Same as primary 3 feet 3 feet 6 feet 12 feet |Located on rear half of
Structure structure lot
Pool/Spa3 456 Same as primary 5 feet® 5 feet® 6 feet 2 feet |Located on rear half of
structure lot
Deck (detached) No minimum No No No minimum 2 feet
minimum minimum
Carports” Same as primary 5 feet 5 feet 6 feet 12 feet
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2. Conditional use permit required g‘, Primary z g Prinary }g § oy
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dwelling units meeting the ¥ [ 2 ¥ - '3 i A
requirements of A e . e b |4 s SR
Section 17.60.070 are permitted ! - | !
with a maximum height of sixteen | SESERSS——— N 1" L. s |
feet to the roof peak, or the height Rear pmp,,,,;,' Rear Property Line Rear Property Line
of the existing primary dwelling, Closed Roof Structure Pool/Spa Play Equipment
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3. Single-family residences must
comply with the Pool Safety Act ) Front P@pc«tv!erlﬁe i Fﬂl Prupel?y Line _ Frm( P:ct;zmlyLme =
(Health and Safety Code TSR B = ] smenbyl |
Section 115920 through 115929). 2 “'"N'vs"muwl o ' | Primary Stucture}
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4. Setback measured to edge of 5 S - 1 18 2 g .
water. g Primary ’ ': &‘ Primary ’ 3 % 5 g Primary
) ) Building g 2! Buiking & £3%v Buiding
5. All mechanical equipment must B | & # | Ig 3| E§
be behind the setback. 1 E 1 R K 4 mc
6. Noise ordinance applicable to o f' @ \ [ i i
equipment (Chapter 17.50). g j |
=i~ ebemicd L : 3 H
7. No temporary carports permitted. ‘ Rear Property Une Rear Property Line Rear Property Line
Open Roof Structure Deck (Detached) Carports

8. Measured at edge of water.
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http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanPablo/html/SanPablo17/SanPablo1760.html#17.60.070
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=115920
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=115929
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanPablo/html/SanPablo17/SanPablo1750.html#17.50

